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 This year we tried 
a new venue for the 
annual dinner meeting 
which was held at the 
new Woodland Hill 
Presbyterian Homes and 
Services, 441 Stageline 
Road.  The new venue 
attracted new guests and 
attendees.  The meal 
was all inclusive with  
beverage and dessert 
along with a choice 
of cranberry glazed 
chicken or vegetarian 
pasta.  The wine was 
compliments of Wayne 
and Jean Haut, SCCHS 
Board members.  

 Our business meeting included the usual annual 
reports plus the ratification of newly adopted 
bylaws in order to be compliant with state and 
federal 501(c)(3) requirements. 

 The evening concluded with members and 
guests enjoying a presentation by Wesley Franklin, 
a native of Glenwood City.  Franklin, a student of 
history at UW River Falls, is passionate about 
history, founded a Student History Club while 
in high school and serves as Vice President 
of the Glenwood Area Historical Society.  In 
commemoration of the 100th Anniversary of the 
US entering WWI, Franklin provided extensive 

historical information and background regarding 
the causes, circumstances and aftermath of 
the war to end all wars.  Franklin shared his 
research into the complexity of the First World 
War, providing information that many speakers 
fail to expose.  His presentation was extensive, 
comprehensive, included video clips and, most of 
all, was entertaining.  The audience was pleased 
and impressed by the knowledge of this young 
man.  We learned more about the causes of this 
war (and unfortunately many wars since) than had 
ever before been exposed.  Franklin’s presentation 
was well received and appreciated by the entire 
group as he concluded by taking questions and 
comments from his audience.

SCCHS Annual Meeting Focuses on WWI 

Wesley Franklin speaks about  the events leading up to WWI and the US entering the war.

http://www.pressenter.com/~octagon
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President ’sLetter 
 It has been another very busy year at the Octagon House Museum.  
A lot of new innovations have been initiated by our Director and Assistant 
Director, Kim and Mary.  We have also initiated new ideas at the Board 
level this year such as the creation of the office of Co-President and Co-Vice 
President.  LaVonne McCombie and Wayne Haut have shared these positions 
and found it to be effective. And with the help of modern technology the snow 
birds have been able to join the Board meetings via speaker phone. 

 The year started with a fund raising campaign for the Stained Glass 
Window Restoration project and finding a public place for its display.  This 
came to fruition on July 6th with the unveiling of this beautiful piece of 
Hudson’s history in the lobby of the Hudson Area Public Library.  If you 
haven’t seen it yet, you owe it to yourself to visit the Library and have a look. 
The window is lighted every hour, which gives a very different effect from the 
unlit window; both are beautiful. 

 Next we tackled the rewriting of our bylaws in order for them to be 
compliant with State and Federal requirements for 501(3)(c) non-profit 
organizations.  Along with that we created a Policy Manual and a Conflict of 
Interest Policy as required by the new bylaws.  

 We must thank all of our Board members, committee members, volunteers, 
interns and staff for keeping the Octagon House Museum running so smoothly 
and efficiently.  We are progressing, making changes and reaching out to the 
community in many new ways; all due to our vibrant volunteers and staff. 
Thank you one and all.  

 Now we look forward to another holiday season of activities at the 
Octagon House Museum and to a new and exciting 2018. 

      ~ LaVonne & Wayne

The restored window is now on display at the Library.

Window Restoration Fund Thank You
• William H. Phipps Foundation • The Family of Catherine Hughes

• Hudson Daybreak Rotary • Hudson Women’s Club • Kurt & Susan Sroka  
• LaVonne McCombie • Amy Thurston • Richard & Sandra Nelson 

• Laurie Johnson • Bill & Sally Friedlander • Collette Roche  
• Mary Ellen Paulson

The window was donated by the Eckberg Lammers Law Firm  
with restoration by Gaytee-Palmer Stained Glass.
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     House Director’s Corner
 Where did the year go?  Each year we all say that, as every year we add more and more to our calendars. 
Let me share some highlights of how the year flew by at the museum for us. 

 In February, we held our annual Volunteer Recruitment Open House.  This down period at the museum 
proves to be a successful time in reaching out to the community, adding very much needed volunteers.  Please 
continue to spread the word that we need volunteers of all ages. 

 We opened in April, one month early.  This allowed us to accommodate a large private tour and the annual  
8th grade history tour, which had been postponed in the fall.  Both tours served as a great kick off to the season. 

In June, we had two fundraisers.  We hosted the Knights of Columbus Brat stand and took part in a Chiptole 
Mexican Grill fundraiser.  Thank you to all who participated by dining with us and helping to raise funds. 

 We also hosted a “Blast to the Past” history summer camp for children.  This fun filled camp was a hit with 
the campers.  Fiona’s mother’s testimonial: “It was the best time she has had at any camp.”  The kids were very 
attentive and active.  Needless to say, Mary and I slept for a few days after that week!  We will offer the camp 
again next year.  Please keep it in mind for your kids, grand and great-grandchildren. 

 August began with the 2nd Annual Family Fun Night.  It was a well-attended event.  There were a variety 
of demonstration and activity booths including Native American Indian pottery, calligraphy, a puppet show, 
story time, ice cream sundaes and much more.  The children were very intrigued by Echo, a live mermaid who 
discussed the river environment. 

 In September, we held our annual Vintage & Variety Yard Sale Fundraiser.  Again, the community was very 
generous with donations to it.  Reminder, please let us know if you have any gently used household items you 
would like to part with for next year’s sale.  We are always accepting donations for this sale. 

 Have you ordered your “What’s your HiSTORY” T-shirt?  We have worn these at different events to identify 
volunteers and staff but is also a wonderful promotional item for the Society.  Let’s get as many out there as 
possible to support our mission!  We will also have them for purchase in the Carriage House Gift Shop. 

 Looking forward, our holiday theme is a spin-off of our current one.  We will transition from “World War I: 
Hudson on the Homefront” to “World War I: Christmas on the Homefront.”  The Octagon House Museum will 
be showcasing the Christmas Truce, Peace on Earth and other elements of that holiday time period.  Come and 
tour with us! Remember — SCCHS members receive one free tour each year.  Bring the family, make it a new 
tradition with fun family memories. 

 Victorian Light Up Night is Friday, December 1st from 6-8:30 p.m.  We will feature the museum by 
candlelight along with costumed guides.  A brief tour of the lower level of Phipps Inn B&B Mansion is 
also included. Refreshments will be served for tour goers including wine and cheese.  Don’t miss out on the 
opportunity to shop at the Carriage House Gift Shop for fun and unique items.  

 As I mentioned, this is a brief recap of the past year.  We filled in with many public, private and school tours 
making the year fly by!  Thank you to all our amazing volunteers, the Board of Directors, and a special thank 
you to our Assistant Director, Mary Lesher, for all her help with these new ventures.  We anticipate that next year 
will go by even faster...
        ~ Kim Bennewitz
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 The Historical Society is primarily a volunteer 
organization so we get excited when we meet new 
volunteers who are willing to lend us a hand.  This 
summer clients from BRIDGE for Community Life 
Inc., a nonprofit organization which offers meaningful 
activities for youth and adults with disabilities, helped 
by volunteering in the Octagon House gardens.  They 
helped with watering and pruning the plants, sweeping 
the walks, tidying up the grounds and performing 

general garden tasks.  We all enjoyed the fun and 
laughter we created and all the extra help with our 
garden work.  A good time was had by all and we look 
forward to working with the volunteers in our 2018 
gardening season.  

 While we currently have two excellent staff 
members, Kim and Mary, there is always a need for 
more volunteers.  Simply because with more volunteers 

the Society is able to do more.  In 
addition to maintaining the Octagon 
House Museum complex, having 
more volunteers allows the Society 
to expand programing and offer 
more events and activities in the 
community.  And when it comes to 
volunteering there is literally a job 
of everyone.  From gardeners to 
tour guides, maintenance to writing, 
history research to the latest social 
media trends, our volunteers are 
as diverse as the many jobs they 
perform. A BIG THANK YOU 
to all of our volunteers.  Their 
time and many talents are greatly 
appreciated. 

The Historical Society Welcomes New Volunteers 

k

Volunteers form BRIDGE for Community Life Inc. help in the Museum’s garden (left to right): 
BRIDGE client Jamie, Staff member Hanna, BRIDGE clients Mandy, Rosie, David, and Nicole.

Civil War Encampment Brings Visitors to the Museum  
 The Civil War re-enactors from the Prescott 
Guards Volunteer Infantry setup camp on the lawn 
at the Octagon House Museum for the 9th Annual 
Civil War Encampment on Saturday, July 22nd.

 The encampment is always an enjoyable 
event, thanks to the friendly and knowledgeable 
re-enactors who generously donate their time and 
talent to this annual event.  Not only were there 
plenty of visitors enjoying the encampment, but 
there was also a big upswing in Museum tours.  
For the last few years the encampment has been 
included as part of the St. Croix RiverFest event.  
While this may account for some of the increased 
attendance.  It is the re-enactors who are the real 
stars of this event.  Thank you Prescott Guards for 
making the encampment a success. Re-enactors (left-right): Don Harmon, James Karlson and Doug Harmon
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Thank You to Our Summer Interns
 The Historical Society continued the internship 
program over the summer and had three wonderful interns 
with us during our busiest season!

 Kyle Hoskins is a senior History major at the 
University of Wisconsin-River Falls. Braxton Haake is 
a senior History and Political Science major at the 
University of Minnesota-Twin Cities and Marina Tingblad 
is a Sophomore studying Archeology at the University of 
Wisconsin-La Crosse. All three of these interns were great 
assets to us over the summer!

 All three interns learned about the 2017 museum theme 
and regularly gave tours of the Octagon House Museum. 
We got wonderful feedback from all our tour goers on their 
informative and engaging tours.  The interns also learned 
about the research and data entry the historical society 
does up in the Garret and assisted with these projects.

 However, their greatest accomplishment was helping 
to run all of our successful summer events! The interns 
worked with our campers during the Kids History Camp 
and instilled a love of history in the next generation.  They 
gave tours at the annual Civil War Encampment.  They ran 
activities at the Family Fun Night and brought smiles to 
everyone’s faces.

 We are very happy we had the opportunity to work 
with Kyle, Braxton and Marina and so grateful for all the 
hard work they put in over the summer!

 We don’t have any interns this fall, but are opening 
the application for the spring internship very soon!  More 
information on the internship program is available on our 
website www.StCroixCountyHistory.org.

Another Eventful Season for the Society

(Above) Mary Lesher and her 4 legged assistant, Holly, 
handed out over 1500 pieces of candy for a very  

successful Halloween at the Octagon House!.

(Left) Summer intern Marina Tingblad and her friends work 
at the Historical Society’s table during the RiverFest Concert.

(Top photo) We had a big group of 
volunteers in the 4th of July Parade. It 
was a great opportunity to roll out our 
new Historical Society banner. Thank 
you volunteers for joining the parade!



6The Bulletin Fall 2017

Join us for Light up Night on December 1st
 The St. Croix County Historical Society will present the annual 
Victorian Christmas Night on Friday, Dec. 1st from 6 - 8:30 p.m.  
We are delighted to have the Phipps Inn join us again this year so 
guests have an opportunity to tour both of these beautifully decorated 
houses.   

 Wine and cheese will be served in the Carriage House for tour goers 
and the Museum Gift Shop will be open for shopping. Admission is 
$10 for adults and $3 for students with a discounted $8 admission for 
Seniors, AAA members or active military.

 The Museum is open by appointment (call 715-386-2654) for 
special group tours of ten or more people.  Consider bringing your 
family and friends to the Octagon House for a tour in December. 

The Octagon House Readies for the Holiday Season 
 The 2017 holiday season is off to a good start with the annual “Hanging of the 
Greens” at the Octagon House on October 29th.  Each year in early November we 
close the museum for a few weeks to prepare it for the holiday tour season.  This year 
the crew of volunteers started off with a craft night.  We had an enjoyable evening of 
sharing stories, stringing popcorn and making decorations for the Christmas theme of 
“World War I: Christmas on the Homefront.”  

 The Winter season kicks off with the annual Tour of Homes on November 18 and 
19 when tour goers have an opportunity to visit four private homes and the Octagon 
House Museum, all of which are beautifully decorated for the holidays. This year 
we have a special treat — one of the homes belongs to our back-door neighbor and 
Historical Society board member, Stephanie Liberko, and her husband Tony.  

 The Museum isn’t the only hub of activity. Each year volunteers restock the 
Museum Gift Shop, transforming it for the holidays with new gift items, Christmas 
decorations, fun holiday jewelry, household items and so much more. Historical 
Society members don’t forget you qualify for a 10% discount in the Gift Shop, so stop 
by for some Christmas shopping. The Shop is open during the holiday tour season on 
the weekends prior to Christmas (Dec. 2-17), Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sundays 
12 to 4 p.m.

Volunteers (left-right): Brenda McNallan, 
Wayne Haut and Cathy Marsh.

1005 Third Street
Hudson, WI 54016

(715) 386-0800
Info@PhippsInn.comwww.PhippsInn.com

We are ready for Christmas 
with vintage inspired gifts, 
ornaments, and decorations. 
Stop in to find one-of-a-kind 

items for your home or garden.

Remember SCCHS members 
receive a 10% discount

The Gift Shop is Open

k
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 Did you know?...  That a planned gift to the SCCHS 
will help lower your taxes?  Yes, it is true the Federal 
Government has made permanent the Charitable IRA 
Rollover distribution.  This means you can donate up to 
$10,000 from your IRA account to a charitable organization 
and thus lower the amount of your taxable income by the 
amount of your donation.  It is a win-win situation for 
our supporters who find they do not need all of their IRA 
Required Minimum Distribution.  The only requirement is 
that the funds come directly from your Financial Institution 
to the charity of your choice and be distributed before the 
end of the calendar year.  

 Many of you are looking for ways to lower your taxes; 
well this is the ultimate way.  It not only benefits your tax 

liability, it greatly benefits the charity which receives your 
donation.  Please keep the St. Croix County Historical 
Society in mind before the end of the year to help us and to 
help you, too.  Contact your IRA administrator or financial 
institution for more information about how to benefit us 
and your tax liability. 

 Another way to support SCCHS is to name us in 
your will or estate plan.  Bequests are a great way to 
insure that the Historical Society will continue its historic 
preservation and educational activities well into the future.  
Please consider a bequest of any amount, large or small, to 
SCCHS when planning your estate.  All bequest donations 
are invested to insure that we can continue to carry out our 
mission of historic preservation, education and research.

Consider Other Ways to Make Donations to SCCHS 

Thank You for Your Support!
We are very grateful to the following supporters for their generous financial contributions.

2017 Grants: 3M Company and City of Hudson 

2017 Monetary Donations: Jon & Metta Belisle, Marie & Harry Blakeman Memorial Fund, Laura Bonzelet, John & 
Evy Nerbonne, Bill & Sally Friedlander, Sam Fudenberg, Ronald Gagnon, Robert & Marion Hawksford, Irene 
Hines, Hudson Daybreak Rotary, Tom & Jackie Hugdahl, the family of Catherine Hughes, Laurie Johnson, 
Tom & Eldora Larson, Leslie Majerus, Hudson Women’s Club, LaVonne McCombie, June Moerke, Sandra & 
Richard Nelson, Jean Oxley, Mary Ellen Paulson, William H. Phipps Foundation, Collette Roche, Kurt & Susan 
Sroka, Rose Marie Stayberg, Peggy Stern, Amy Thurston, Karin Vukich and Pat & Burt Witthuhn, 

The Society wishes to acknowledge and thank all of the donors who have given to our organization.  

2017 Artifact & Supplies Donations: Pat Caponi, Mary Davis, Barbara George, Jill Goodrich, Wayne & Jean Haut, 
Hudson Public Works, Joanne Johnson, Sheryl Lindholm, Milwaukee Road Historical Association, Mr. & Mrs. 
David Perata, Lynn Rennick, Linda Rupnow, Peggy Stern and Janis Stoven. 

2017 In Kind Donation: PressEnter 

Pictured left is one of our most recent donations, a copy of the 
Milwaukee Road Historical Association’s latest publication, 
Milwaukee Road Diesel Power.  The book was published to 
commemorate the part railroading played in the development of our 
communities.  This fine book has been placed in the history room 
of the Hudson Area Public Library in order to be more accessible 
to local railroad buffs.  We hope all interested parties will take 
advantage of perusing this beautiful book.

k
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Winter Calendar
Victorian Christmas Night
December 1st from 6 to 8:30 p.m.

Visit the Octagon House and the Phipps Inn B&B  
for lamp-lit tours, music and refreshments 

Holiday Tour Season 
World War I: Christmas on the Homefront

December 2nd & 3rd, 9th & 10th, and 16th & 17th
Open for walk-in tours on the Weekends 

Tours begin on the hour.
Saturdays 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. and Sundays 12 to 4 p.m.

Also open by appointment for special tours of 10 or more guests. 
Please call to schedule your group tour at (715) 386-2654.

The Museum Gift Shop is open to the public during  
regular tour hours and stocked with a selection of  
home, garden items and Christmas decorations. 

Members remember your 10% discount in the Museum Gift Shop!

http://
http://www.StCroixCountyHistory.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Croix-County-Historical-Society/125791960795587

