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Historical Society Hosts the 8th Grade History Tour
The annual 8th Grade History Tour was
held on a beautiful spring day on May 18th.
This year 415 students from Hudson Middle
School attended a morning walking tour.
Students started at the Willow River Cemetery,
went down Vine Street, then down 3rd Street,
stopped at the Museum and then looping back
up to the cemetery by Orange and 9th Streets.
During the tour each student is assigned
the identity of a former Hudson resident so the
students have a personal learning experience.
Students explore the Willow River Cemetery to
visit the gravesite and make a rubbing of their
resident’s grave marker. Next the students tour
the neighborhood, stopping at the home of their
resident where volunteers share information
about their resident. At the museum students
can view an artifact that once belonged to their
resident.
This is a great educational event for the
students, but it takes a lot of volunteers.
The Historical Society appreciates all of the
wonderful volunteers who pitch in to make this
event a great success.
The volunteers who helped during this year’s
tour were: Leila Albert, Kim Bennewitz, Mary
Jane Bridge, Jacki Bradham, Brenda Capron, Vi
Chaffee, Peter Close, Casey Kopp, Mary Ellen
Cox, Jean Haut, Wayne Haut, Barbara George,
Steph Liberko, Heidi Leeson, Julie Lesher, Mary
Lesher, Mike Miller, Janie Richardson, Renee
Snow, Rose Marie Stayberg, Peggy Stern, Nancy
Stinnett, David Trebesch, Burt Witthuhn and
Cy Yusten,

Above: at the Phipps Inn B&B, Mary Ellen Cox shares information about
former resident Frances Phipps and her son Stephen Phipps.
Below: volunteer Brenda Capron shares some history with students at the
former home of Jean Penfield and Genevieve Day.
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Another exciting season has begun at the Octagon House Museum. This
year our theme is Then and Now: 100 Years of Education. The theme was
chosen to coordinate with the Willow River Elementary School celebrating its
100th anniversary. Of course, it was not originally an elementary school as it
was built in 1918 as a modern replacement for the defunct 1888 high school.
The former high school housed the junior high school for a number of years
before the current Hudson Middle School was built and then it became Willow
River Elementary School.
Doing the research for this year’s theme brought back lots of memories for
those of us who remember the school days of years gone by. This year’s display
includes some of the routine practices and equipment used in those ancient times.
We need to thank each and every one of our many volunteers. To those
who have spent many years with the Historical Society and to those who are
new to the organization we say a hardy “thank you.” Without volunteers we
wouldn’t have a Historical
Society or the Octagon House
Museum. You are invaluable
to this organization as we look
forward to another great year.
Kim Bennewitz, our
Museum Director, will be
leaving us at the end of May.
We wish Kim well as she moves
forward and thank her for her
innovative leadership these past
three years. We have hired
a new director, Leila Albert,
and we will be transitioning
as Kim leaves. We will also
soon be seeking additional
staff to replace Mary Lesher
who is leaving to further her
education.
We look forward to
this period of change and
to continue improving the
operation of the Octagon House
Museum.
LaVonne McCombie and
Wayne Haut

20th Annual
Artful Garden Tour
presented by

The Hudson Women’s Club
will begin at the

Octagon House Museum
Saturday, June 23,
10 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Sunday, June 24,
12 - 4 p.m.

This is a self-guided tour of Hudson
and River Falls area gardens.
Cost: $12/person
For more information, call (715) 386-2442
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					House Director’s Corner		

It’s been a successful start to the opening season. Please visit the museum to further its success and
be sure to experience the beautiful gardens and unique gift shop. They are ever changing. You will
notice “change” throughout my letter.
Then and Now: 100 Years of Education is the theme for 2018. Oh, has education changed over the
years. During a tour, you will explore early American education, history of Wisconsin education,
teacher’s roles, school subjects of the past and other pertinent educational facts from 1855 - 1955.
These subject matters are sure to stir up lively conversation of then and now!
On the subject of change, I want to bid farewell to you all. I am leaving my position at the Octagon
House Museum. This decision was not an easy one and it took a lot of consideration. I leave
with mixed emotions because I have made many friends and have been greatly enriched by the
experience. During the last three years, much support has been given me to implement new ideas,
add new events and help enhance the overall operation of the museum. It’s been fun watching it
grow and being a part of it.
Change is good! Under the new Director’s leadership, Leila Albert, these areas and more will
continue to develop and flourish from her new perspective. I will help all I can to ensure a smooth
transition and in keeping the momentum going.
Thank you to the Board of Directors, Wayne, LaVonne, Peggy, Jean, Stephanie, Jacki, Barbara, Burt,
Pat, John, and Nancy for your guidance. I want to especially thank my Assistant Director, Mary, for
her energy, spirit and encouraging change along with me. My gratitude to them will never change.
I will always be thankful for the friends I made along the way and the wonderful memories I take
with me.
				
				

Best Regards,
Kim Bennewitz

On the right is the 1918 High School (the current Willow River Elementary School)
and on the right is the 1888 High School. Photo taken ca. 1921
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Welcome New Director Leila Albert
As of June 1st the
Octagon House Museum
will have a new Museum
Director/Administrator.
Leila comes to us from
Baldwin, WI where she
helps her husband at
their business, CR Webb
Construction.

Leila is passionate about
sharing and promoting
historical understandings
Leila Albert
through
information,
interactions, stories and experiences based on research,
interpretation and exhibition. She has a Master of Arts

Degree in History, a Bachelor of Arts with History Major,
Spanish and Anthropology Minors, an Associates of
Applied Science degree in Computer and Information
Management, as well as an Associates of Arts degree in
Liberal Education.
She brings us a wealth of education and experience
having been a teaching assistant in the History department
UW-Eau Claire, a Registrar at MN Historical Society, a
guest Curator at Ramsey County Historical Society and a
volunteer at the Baldwin Area Historical Society.
We look forward to working with Leila and to the
special talents she brings to the St. Croix Historical Society,
which will contribute to our continued growth and success.

k
We Bid a Warm Goodbye to Kim and Mary
Sadly, the St. Croix
County
Historical
Society must bid farewell
to Museum Director
Kim Bennewitz. Kim is
leaving us at the end of
May and will be missed
by all of us who have had
the privilege of working
with her these past three
years.

Mary has been with
the St. Croix County
Historical Society since
2014. She started as an
Intern, continued as a
volunteer tour guide and
then assumed the Assistant
Director’s position in May
of 2016.

Kim came on board
during a time of upheaval
Kim Bennewitz
at the Museum and
proved to be just the right person at the right time. Kim
has brought a wealth of new and innovative ideas to our
organization and she, along with Assistant Director, Mary
Lesher, have implemented many creative ways for the
Society to grow and to become more involved with the
community.

Mary is a graduate
of Vassar College with a
BA in History and minors
in Classics and Women’s
Mary Lesher
Studies and is devoted to
history and the arts. Mary also works at the Minnesota
History Museum in St. Paul as a guide at the Minnesota
State Capital. She has inspired innovative special events at
the Octagon House Museum, including the very popular
Hudson History Pub Crawl and has taken the lead on the
Society’s Intern Program.

We send good wishes with Kim in whatever paths her
life takes next and hope she will stop by often to keep in
touch.

Mary will pursue her passion further and will be
attending graduate school at George Washington University
this fall to earn a Masters’ Degree.

The Society soon will be saying goodbye to Assistant
Director Mary Lesher too. Mary will be with us through the
Summer, but will be moving on to continue her education.

We will truly miss Mary and we send our best wishes that
she will fulfill her dream and perhaps come back to Hudson
and the Octagon House Museum sometime in the future.
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Civil War Encampment & Ice Cream Social on July 22nd
The Annual Civil War Encampment at the Octagon
House Museum is set for Sunday, July 22nd from
11 a.m. to 4 p.m. This is the 10th annual encampment
and will include an Ice Cream Social fundraiser, with
homemade bars and cookies, and a demonstration on
hand cranked ice cream.
Volunteer re-enactors of the Prescott Guards
Volunteer Infantry will be returning to share stories
of the every day life of the Civil War soldier; from the
equipment they used, to what they did for entertainment.
Guests are invited to the encampment for an up close look
and discussion with the re-enactors.
The Civil War activities on the lawn are free and open
to the public. The Octagon House Museum will be open
for guided tours at regular admission prices. Tours begin
on the hour stating at 11 a.m., with the last tour starting at
3 p.m. The Museum Gift Shop will be open for browsing
and shopping.

Volunteer re-enactor Don Harmon (right) talks to guests during one
of the past Civil War Encampments at the Octagon House Museum.

The Historical Society will once again partner with the
annual Hudson RiverFest celebration for the encampment
and other activities. (You can learn more about RiverFest
at www.StCroixRiverFest.org).

Membership & Memorial Thank You

Thank you to our 123 new and renewing members. In addition to current memberships,
we are very fortunate to have received several memorial donations.
2018 Memorial Donations:
In Memory of Raymond Fronczak ~ by Meg Fronczak and by Pat & Burt Witthuhn
In Memory of Florence LaPlante ~ by LaVonne McCombie
In Memory of Thomas McCombie, Jr. ~ by LaVonne McCombie
In Memory of Erlin Nuessmeier ~ by Beverly Nuessmeier
In Memory of Erdman “Sonny” Pankow ~ by Beverly Nuessmeier
In Memory of George Tyrell ~ by Janet Lentz
For these memorials, and for all other donations, we are very grateful.
To members who have added an extra donation to their membership,
we extend a mighty big THANK YOU!
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Volunteers Honored with Appreciation Tea

St. Croix County Historical Society volunteers were
honored and thanked for their service at the annual
Volunteer Tea on April 25th. The tea was served at
the Phipps Center for the Arts and was organized by
our own tea master, Dorothy Wilson, and her crew of
volunteers: Heidi Leeson, Jacki Bradham, Renee Snow,
Nancy Hawkinson and Byrd Wilson. They all do a
wonderful job of making the delicate finger sandwiches
which accompany the mouth-watering scones, served
with jam and clotted cream, followed with a variety
of luscious cakes and other dessert treats all presented
with the utmost elegance on linen clad tables with silver
service. And, as the name suggests, guests were served
with bottomless cups of Earl Grey tea.
The Volunteer Tea traditionally kicks off the opening
of The Octagon House Museum tour season including
teas and special events.
Although we had a smaller group of volunteers who
were able to attend the tea this year, all of our volunteers
are very much appreciated. Co-President, LaVonne
McCombie spoke briefly thanking volunteers, paying
special tribute to those long-time devoted mainstays
of the Society who go above and beyond to keep the

Thank you Dorothy Wilson for organizing the Teas for the Society.

Museum, and its many activities, running so smoothly.
Museum Director Kim Bennewitz also provided
information regarding the new theme, Then and Now:
100 Hundred Years of Education. This theme is in
coordination with the 100th year celebration of Willow
River School.
Following the tea, a preview tour of the Museum
was lead by our Assistant Director Mary Lesher.

k
Society Receives Grants on Behalf of 3M Volunteers
As part of the 3M Volunteer Match, the 3M
Foundation has donated $1,000 to the St. Croix County
Historical Society in recognition of its employees’ and
retirees’ commitment to outstanding community service.
Robert and Barbara George, Wayne Haut and Byrd
Wilson are volunteers at the Octagon House Museum
in Hudson. These volunteers help in a variety of ways
including: giving tours, working in the gardens, doing
maintenance, working at teas and special events. Wayne
and Barbara also serve on the SCCHS Board of Directors.
The Society has many volunteer opportunities, for 3M
workers or retirees, or other volunteers, wishing to help
preserve local history for future generations.
The Historical Society also receives grants from

3M volunteers Robert & Barbara George, Wayne Haut and Byrd Wilson.

Thomson Reuters, the Hudson Women’s Club, St. Croix
Valley Master Gardeners Association and the City of
Hudson.
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Upcoming Historical Society Events
We have several events scheduled at the Octagon House
Museum this summer, so please mark your calendar.

Brat Stand Fundraiser ~ June 1 & 2
Join us for the Knights
of Columbus Brat Stand at
RJ Meats, located at 1101
Coulee Road in Hudson on
Friday and Saturday, June
1st and 2nd, from 10:30 a.m.
to 2:30 p.m. Please stop by
for lunch and remember invite your friends and family.
SCVMGA Plant Sale ~ June 2nd
The St. Croix Valley Master Gardeners Association will
hold its annual plant sale on Saturday, June 2nd, from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m., on the lawn of the Octagon House Museum at
1004 Third Street, Hudson.
Come early for the best selection of perennial and
annual plants from the gardens of local master gardeners.
Vegetable seedlings available including tomatoes and herbs.

Father’s Day Tour ~ June 17
Join us for the annual Father’s Day Tour on June 17 from
11 a.m. - 4 p.m. as we honor fathers with free admission for
any father with an accompanying child of any age.
Victorian Solstice Night ~ June 21
Join us at the Octagon House Museum and Gardens for
a night of Victorian Solstice
magic on June 21 from 6
to 8:30 p.m. We will craft
a head garland with flowers
and natural finds from
the gardens; learn about
Victorian symbolism and
the language of flowers; and
participate in a midsummer
bonfire and turn your troubles into ashes.
The cost is $25 per person or $20 for SCCHS members
and includes craft supplies. Complementary wine &
snacks provided. Space is limited. Attendees must register
by contacting by Stephanie Liberko at 612-251-6128 or
steph.liberko@gmail.com.

Civil War Encampment & Ice Cream Social ~July 22
See the Encampment article on page 5.
Blast to the Past History Camp ~ August 6 - 10
This is the second year for the Blast to the Past
History Camp. Children age 7 to 12 have an opportunity

to learn about the history of Hudson while having tons of
fun! The camp runs August 6th to 10th, from 8 a.m. to
3 p.m. and tuition is $125 per student. Please visit
www.StCroixCountyHistory.org and view events for details
and registration information for the History Camp (or call
the museum at 715-386-2654).

Family Night at the Museum ~ August 10
The Octagon House will hold its 3rd annual Family Fun
Night at the Museum on Friday, August 10th, from 6:30 8:30 p.m. Families can enjoy an evening with entertainment,
games, demonstrations and more. We’ll be serving ice
cream, cookies & lemonade. This free event is open to the
public. Join us for an evening of good old-fashioned fun!
Vintage & Variety Yard Sale - September 21 & 22
The 3rd annual
Vintage & Variety Yard
Sale Fundraiser is set
Friday, September 21st,
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m.
and Saturday, September
22nd, from 8 a.m. to
noon. Thanks to the generous community support this event
is a very successful fundraiser for the Society.
Please keep this event in mind as a way to donate gently
used household items as well as vintage and collectable
items. The proceeds from the sale support the Society and
the Octagon House Museum.
Donation drop off days are planned for Fridays in
August, from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m. Please call 715-386-2654 with
questions and for afterhours drop off arrangements.
Volunteers are needed in August to price items, as well
as during the sale and for set up and take down. Let us know
if you are availble to help.

Yellowstone Trail Heritage Day ~ October 13
The annual Yellowstone Trail Heritage Day has moved
to the Fall and will be on Saturday, October 13th. This year
the event will be expanded to partner with the communities
of Hammond and Roberts and features a vintage a car show,
a socialability drive, kid’s activities and more. The Historical
Society partners with this event by providing history tours,
museum tours and an architectural scavenger hunt. Learn
more on Facebook at St. Croix Yellowstone Trail.
Victorian Superstitions & Ghost Stories ~ October 20
Plans are underway for a new tour featuring Victorian
superstitions and ghost stories on Saturday, October 20th.
Please watch for more details as we get closer to this event.

St. Croix County Historical Society
The Octagon House
1004 Third Street
Hudson, WI 54016

The Historic Octagon House Museum
Hudson, Wisconsin
www.StCroixCountyHistory.org
octagonhousemuseum@juno.com

2018 Theme:
Then and Now:
100 Years of Education
Open May - October
Friday - Sunday
11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
(Tours begin on the hour)

Octagon House Museum Calendar
Brat Stand Fundraiser • Friday & Saturday, June 1 & 2, 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Knights of Columbus Brat Stand at RJ Meats, 1101 Coulee Road

SCVMGA Plant Sale • Saturday, June 2 ~ 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.

On the Octagon House lawn. Come early for the best selections

Father’s Day Tours • Sunday, June 17, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m. ~ Free tours for Dads
Victorian Solstice Night at the Museum • Thursday, June 21 ~ 7 - 9 p.m.
Create a summer solstice head garland. Reservation details at 715-386-2654

Artful Garden Tour • Sat., June 23, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. & Sun., June 24, 12 - 4 p.m.
Civil War Encampment & Ice Cream Social • Sunday, July 22, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Blast to the Past History Camp • August 6 - 10, 8 a.m. - 3 p.m.
Family Fun Night at the Museum • Friday, August 10, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Vintage & Variety Yard Sale Fundraiser • September 21 & 22
Donations accepted starting in August on Fridays from 11 - 3 p.m.

