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The Historical Society held its annual fall meeting on October 17th at 
Woodland Hill Presbyterian Homes & Services, with 35 members and 
guests attending.  After a pleasant dinner, the meeting began with the 
reports from Co-Presidents LaVonne McCombie and Wayne Haut, 
a Treasurer report from Jacki Bradham and report from museum 
director Leila Albert and Assistant Director, Abigail Turner was 
introduced.  Written reports from other committees were provided.  

 The election of Board of Directors included four renewing and 
four new directors.  The renewing Board members were Jean Haut, 
Wayne Haut, Peggy Stern and Burt Witthuhn, and the newly elected 
directors were Tami Tulibaski, Kimberly Bennewitz, Julie Lesher and 
Ken Heiser.  

 The business meeting concluded with a “thank you” to outgoing 
board members Nancy Hawkinson and Jacki Bradham.  Appreciation 
was also expressed to Burt and Pat Witthuhn for making the dinner 
arrangements with the venue, to Jean and Wayne Haut for providing 
the wine and to the Hudson Flower Shop for a lovely flower 
arrangement which was sent for the occasion.

 Following the meeting, “Miss Mary,” recently retired Children’s 
Librarian Mary Davis, made a presentation on the history of local 
education.  Mary was charmingly dressed in period costume, and 
portrayed Miss Katherine “Kate” Ryan, one of Hudson’s most beloved 
educators.  Mary’s presentation began with Hudson’s first teachers 
and concluded with Kate Ryan’s retirement in 1930.  The program was 
enjoyed by all.

SCCHS Annual Meeting Presentation on Education 

Former Children’s Librarian Mary Davis portrays 
beloved teacher Kate Ryan at the Historical 

Society’s annual meeting. 

http://www.pressenter.com/~octagon
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Presidents’Letter 
 It has been an incredibly busy year for the 
Co-Presidents.  Just as the museum season was 
starting, our Director gave her notice, requiring 
a replacement be found.  We were very fortunate 
to quickly find a new Director, Lelia Albert, who 
after a couple weeks training began her position 
with the Historical Society on June 1st.  

 Soon Assistant Director, Mary Lesher, would 
be leaving us also, so the search began anew.  
Again we were so fortunate to find our new 
Assistant Director, Abigail Turner, who started 
her duties on August 1st.  Although we faced 
several challenges and obstacles that were put 
in our paths, the Personnel Committee must be 
commended for bringing on Board two very fine 
staff members both who have much to offer and 
who the Society is privileged to have on board.

 Of course, there is more to the Co-Presidents’ 
job than hiring.  LaVonne also acts as membership 
chair, maintaining all membership, volunteer and 
donation records plus acknowledging the same.  
Correspondence and record keeping also fall into 
her area of responsibility.  In addition she worked 
diligently with John Thomas to adapt several state model policy documents 
that became necessary after adopting the Society’s new by-laws last year.  The 
Collections Management Policy was an especially ambitious undertaking. 

 Meanwhile Wayne keeps busy as Maintenance Chair, completing such 
projects as waterproofing the garden House floor, repairing and painting 
the front porch lattice work and cleaning off the masonry front porch step 
repair, plus contracting with our carriage house painter.  Wayne also gives 
the gardeners a much needed hand every week keeping the yard and gardens 
looking so great.  In addition he is always available to help Jean in the Gift 
Shop, and was instrumental in obtaining our Dinner meeting speaker this 
year.

 This experiment of Co-Presidents seems to be working well for us.  We 
always have a back-up and someone with which to share ideas. 

 In closing we need to thank each and every volunteer who gives of their 
time and talents to our museum and the Society.  We appreciate you and we 
thank you.
      ~ LaVonne & Wayne

Museum Director Leila Albert

Assistant Director Abbi Turner

St. Croix County  
Historical Society  

2018 Board of Directors

Co-Presidents:
LaVonne McCombie

Wayne Haut

Secretary: Peggy Stern

Treasurer: Jacki Bradham

Directors:
Barbara George

Jean Haut
Nancy Hawkinson
Stephanie Liberko

John Thomas
Pat & Burt Witthuhn

Newly Elected Directors
(as of 10/17/18)

Kimberly Bennewitz
 Ken Heiser
Julie Lesher 

Tami Tulibaski
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 Museum Director’s Corner
 
Hi everyone!

 What an amazing first season I have had at the Octagon House!  One 
of my first training days and events was the 8th Grade Tour.  I was quite 
impressed to watch 400 8th grade students make their way through the 
Octagon House learning about historic faces and places with teachers and 
parents by their side.  It takes precision, dedication, and patience to host such 
an event and the St. Croix County Historical Society staff, volunteers, and 

board members made it look effortless.  Other events I’ve been a part of this season include the Father’s 
Day Tour, our Civil War Encampment and the Family Night at the Museum.

 Since those first days, I continue to be impressed by the dedication, passion, and creativity brought to 
our society.  One of the main reasons I accepted the position of Museum Director was because I wanted 
to be a part of something that makes a difference, that and I love history.  It gives me great pleasure to 
share history with people.  It makes me feel like I make a difference.  I thoroughly enjoy chatting with 
folks about historic people and events, and the Octagon House is a great place to do so.  There we can 
talk for hours about historic architecture, primitive tools and medical devices, 1800s society, and news 
from a century ago.

 As much as I enjoy talking about history, I also love to learn.  The Octagon House offers endless 
opportunities for learning.  Nearly every day I learn more about the history of Hudson, the Moffat-
Hughes family, Victorian traditions, 1800s tools, customs, and character.  Just recently I was shown 
how to properly maintain and preserve a Civil War Era firearm.  Every event and activity at the 
Octagon House offers an opportunity to learn, whether clothing styles and customs during our Civil War 
Encampment or the value of a collectable box of cereal during our Vintage & Variety Sale, there is always 
something to learn.  Additionally, I have embarked on what looks to be a very long journey of learning 
and utilizing Microsoft Office 365.  Did you know that 20 years ago I was almost Microsoft certified?  I 
chose to pursue history instead and 20 years later I may have found my dream job at the Octagon House.

 I look forward to seeking and sharing historic facts and figures with our members and visitors alike.  
Our mission at the historical society is to the collect, preserve, and disseminate materials and information 
relating to the history of St. Croix County.  I plan to contribute to that cause through research, 
interpretation, and developing programs and events for Octagon House patrons, Society members, and 
our surrounding community.  

 My first season has seemed as though I entered into a new community, albeit one of familiarity and 
nostalgia.  I have been anxious and more I have been delighted.  I have always been passionate about 
history and am super excited for what is to come.  Truly, I am happy with my new position and proud to 
have a place in this community.  

       With happy regards,
       Leila Albert
       Director, Octagon House Museum
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 Abigail Turner, our new assistant director, joined the Octagon 
House Museum team in August.

 Abbi’s family moved here from Montana when she was a little girl 
and she grew up in New Richmond, Wisconsin.  Her family would 
often come to Hudson to go on walks, have dinner, and she has always 
loved the community.

 She attended the University of Wisconsin La Crosse and graduated 
with a double major in History and Broadfield Social Studies Education.  
This is a great fit for the Society’s educational programing.  

 Abbi says she is looking forward to bringing the Octagon House 
Museum history into the classrooms in the area communities.

Meet the New Assistant Director Abigail Turner

A warm welcome  to Abbi Turner.

Civil War Encampment at the Museum 
  The Historical Society held its annual Civil War 
Encampment on Sunday, July 22nd.  It is hard to believe it 
was our 10th annual Encampment.  The re-enactors from 
the Prescott Guards Volunteer Infantry setup camp on the 
lawn at the Octagon House Museum and presented an 
entertaining and educational afternoon sharing stories  of 
the everyday life of the Civil War soldier.

  In addition to the encampment, guests enjoyed 
refreshments at our old fashioned ice cream social and 
some took a tour of the museum. It is the re-enactors who 
are the real stars of this event.  Thank you to the Prescott 
Guards for generously donating their time and talent to 
make the encampment a success.

k

Emmy Leeson by Art Juchno(Left -  right) Doug Harmon, Mary Lesher and Phil Cudd. by Richard Larson
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The Octagon House Welcomes Family Visitors
  On a balmy pleasant day in July the Octagon House 
Museum, staff and volunteers were pleased to welcome 
a return visit from persons well known to the Octagon 
House, and they to it.

 The visitors were Martha (Hughes) Londergan, 
her husband Dick Londergan from Connecticut and 
their cousin, Peggy (Swanson) Stern, from Oakdale.  
The cousins chatted and reminisced about the days 
of spending time with their grandparents, John and 
Margaret Hughes, in the Octagon House.  The visitors 
toured the gardens reminiscing about their grandfathers’ 
well known gardens, where many a bride came from 
the surrounding area for a photo op; especially fondly 
remembering the koi fish pond.  

 They told stories and family legends too.  Martha 
remembers her father, John Ingram Hughes, telling that 
he was allowed to run his trains all around the house 
from dining room to library and that the upper floor of 
the carriage house was used for his train set and as a stage 
for plays for neighborhood children.  Martha delights in 
telling that as a 6 month old child she received a train set 
for Christmas from her father and a new piece was added 
each year, until her father had enough to recreate his 
favorite childhood toys.  

 Inside the house, Martha recalled sitting on the library 
bench to read the selections of children’s books in that 
corner.  She reiterated that the neighbors were allowed 
to borrow books from her grandfather’s extensive library.  
During her annual visits to Grandma & Grandpa’s house 
she often played the grand piano which once graced the 
music room.  She recalls sleeping in the sleeping porch 
and the sewing room was converted into a bathroom, now 
reconverted back to a sewing room. 

 Downstairs the cupboard which contained the 
gumdrop cookies was pointed out as was the barrels of 
peanuts that stood in the summer kitchen.  Martha said 
her mother would iron frilly little dresses for her and her 
sister to wear at the formal dinner table and which they 
also wore to choose the perfect flowers from the garden 
for table décor.  Both Martha and Peggy reminisced about 
their grandparents, the pleasant time spent in the Octagon 
House and especially emphasized the musical talent that 
was passed on down from generation to generation.  
Martha recalled rehearsing with the Baptist choir in the 
music room and of the painstakingly fine original music 
that John Moffat Hughes composed.  He also was a writer 
of poetry, often composing a poem or two for the love of 
his life, his wife, Margaret.  Martha cherishes the poem 
written by her grandfather, for her as a child.  

 As the visit came to an end we toured the carriage 
house briefly where Peggy showed a beautiful carved 
sketch of her grandmother, done by her grandfather, 
which graces the east side of the gift shop wall.  Even 
we volunteers knew nothing about this art work.  A few 
more “Kilroy was here” initials were observed in the 
anteroom which had been previously discovered.  We felt 
that somehow we knew who the occupants of this special 
house were, as their gentile personalities were revealed 
through the stories of their granddaughters.  There are 
many, many stories of the people who once occupied the 
Octagon House.  We are extremely grateful to learn of 
them from those who remember them. 

    ~ LaVonne McCombie

The Hughes garden with koi fish pond and gazebo. John Hughes seated at the piano with (l-r) Mary, John and Betty.
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  The Historical Society held a Victorian Solstice Night 
event on a beautiful summer evening on June 21st.  
Guests learned about Victorian symbolism and the 
language of flowers, and made head garland with flowers 
and natural finds from the garden. Complementary 
wine and snacks were enjoyed and the event concluded 
with a midsummer bonfire where guests turned their 
troubles into ashes.

    We delved into the supernatural with a new Victorian 
Superstitions and Ghost Stories Tour at the Museum on 
October 20th. A candlelit tour offered a glimpse into 

Victorian superstitions and customs surrounding death.  Costumed guides shared tales of spirits from Hudson’s past and 
revealed how the Victorians would ward off the Grim Reaper and prevent haunting.

New Events at the Octagon House Museum

Thank You for Your Support!
We are very grateful to the following supporters for their generous financial contributions.

2018 Grants: 3M Company, City of Hudson, Helping Hands Through HIBA, and Thompson Reuters

2018 Monetary Donations: $10-$50: Bruce Donelson, Meg Fronczak, John Goodlad, Daryl & Katie Jones,  
Janet Lentz, Beverly Nuessmeier, Jean Oxley, and Carol Slater  $51 - $100: Dick’s Bar & Grill, Diane Cornell,  
E J’s Pizzeria, LaVonne McCombie, St. Croix Valley Master Gardeners Association, and Pat & Burt Witthuhn 

$101 - $500: Jon & Metta Belisle, and Hudson Women’s Club

The Society wishes to acknowledge and thank all of the donors who have given to our organization.  

2018 Artifact & Supplies Donations: Baldwin Area Historical Society, Barbara Bend, Jacki & Robert Bradham, 
Pat Caponi, Dr. Willam P Hopkins, Joyce Law, Tina Smith, and Peggy Stern

2018 In Kind Donation: Guinn, Vinpal & Zahrada LLP

Join us for Victorian Christmas Night on December 7th
   The St. Croix County Historical 
Society will present the annual 
Victorian Christmas Night on Friday, 
Dec. 7th from 6 - 8:30 p.m.  This 
is a unique opportunity to see the 
Museum in its holiday splendor by 
the glow of lamplight.  Harp music 
will be provided by Peggy Stern, a 
descendant of the Moffat Family.  

Refreshments will be served in the Gift Shop ante-room. 

 We are delighted to have the historic Phipps Inn join 
us again this year.  Guest will have an opportunity to tour 
the first floor of this elegantly bed and breakfast.  Both 
of these beautifully decorated houses will be on display 
during this special evening tour.  

 Refreshments will be served for tour goers in the 
Carriage House and the Museum Gift Shop will be open 
for holiday shopping.  Admission is $10 for adults, $3 for 
students and children 5 and under are free.  

k

Guests made floral wreaths during the Victorian Solstice event.
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The Octagon House Museum Gift Shop is ready for 
Christmas with vintage inspired gifts, ornaments, and 

decorations. Stop in to find one-of-a-kind items for your 
home or garden.  The Gift Shop is open on weekends  

before Christmas in December from 11-4.  
Remember Historical Society members  

receive a 10% discount

1005 Third Street
Hudson, WI 54016

(715) 386-0800
Info@PhippsInn.comwww.PhippsInn.com

The Gift Shop is Open

Willkommen zur Winzer Stube

Open 7 Days a Week for Lunch and Dinner 
516 2nd Street • Hudson, WI

715-381-5092 • winzerstuberestaurant.com

6
Voted 5th

Best German
Restaurant in 

America

Thank you Corporate Members. 
We appreciate your support!

Please support the corporate members and partners who 
support St. Croix County Historical Society. 

Gold Level: 
Nicolet Law Office • Phipps Inn B&B

Winzer Stube Restaurant
Silver Level:

Dick’s Bar & Grill • Hudson Flower Shop 

k

k

Another new event this year for the Historical Society is the Holiday Tea and Tour scheduled for  
    December 13th.  At 1 p.m. guests can enjoy an afternoon tour of the Octagon House Museum, all 
       decked out for Christmas, followed at 2 p.m. with tea and scones at the elegant Phipps Inn  
            Bed & Breakfast.  A presentation on the essentials of a proper Victorian tea will be presented  
                 by Historical Society volunteers.  A selection of teas will be presented by Urban Olive & Vine  
              and an assortment of scones from The Cakery, with clotted cream and jams.

         The cost is $25 per person or $20 for St. Croix County Historical Society members.   
                    Seating is limited and reservations are required.  Reserve your seat by contacting the Octagon    
          House Museum at 715-386-2654 or Octagon@StCroixCountyHistory.org.

The Historical Society Offers a New Holiday Tea & Tour 

 Holiday 

Tea and To
ur



St. Croix County Historical Society
The Octagon House Museum

1004 Third Street
Hudson, WI 54016

Octagon@StCroixCountyHistory.org
www.StCroixCountyHistory.org

Winter Calendar
Victorian Christmas Night
December 7th from 6 to 8:30 p.m.

Visit the Octagon House and the Phipps Inn B&B 
for lamp-lit tours, music and refreshments

Holiday Tea & Tour
December 13th from 1- 3 p.m.

Tour the Museum and enjoy tea and scones at the Phipps Inn 

Holiday Tour Season 
December 1st & 2nd, 8th & 9th, and 15th & 16th

Open for walk-in tours on the Weekends from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Tours begin on the hour. Last tour starts at 3 p.m.

Also open by appointment for special tours of 10 or more guests. 
Please call to schedule your group tour at (715) 386-2654.

The Gift Shop is open to the public during regular tour hours  
Members remember your 10% discount in the Museum Gift Shop!

http://
http://www.StCroixCountyHistory.org
http://www.facebook.com/pages/St-Croix-County-Historical-Society/125791960795587

