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Beautiful Weather for the Annual 8th Grade History Tour
 The annual 8th Grade History Tour was held on a 
lovely spring day on May 31st. This year 445 students from 
Hudson Middle School attended a morning walking tour 
followed by afternoon activities at Lakefront Park.  

 Students started the tour at the Willow River Cemetery, 
traveled down Vine Street, then down 3rd Street, stopped 
at the Museum and then looping back up to the cemetery. 
The Vine Street construction was a challenge this year, but 
the weather cooperated, and we had a beautiful day.

 This is a great educational event for the students, 
but it requires a lot of volunteers.  The Historical Society 
appreciates all of the great volunteers who pitch in to make 
this event a success. 

 The volunteers who helped during this year’s tour 
were: Jeff Abrahamson, Leila Albert, Tori Boomsma, Mary 
Jane Bridge, Jacki Bradham, Vi Chaffee, Peter Close, Patt 
Colton, Mary Ellen Cox, Meg Fronczak, Jean Haut, Wayne 
Haut, Barbara George, Heidi Heinze, Joy Knudson, Rebecca 
Kremer, Heidi Leeson, Julie Lesher, Buck Malick, LaVonne 
McCombie, Judy Meincke, Mike Miller, Janie Richardson, 
Quinn Rowe, Renee Snow, Rose Marie Stayberg, Peggy 
Stern, Marina Tingblad, John Thomas, David Trebesch, 
Abbi Turner, and Burt Witthuhn. 

 In the afternoon students participated in a variety 
of activities including a history speaker, a Second Street 
history tour, and several history booth activities and 
demonstrations. Thank you to our afternoon volunteers 
and Peter Close, who was our history speaker. The Second 
Street tour volunteers were: Ruth Ashwood, Tori Boomsma, 
Jacki Bradham, Sarah Cothran, Buck Malick and Nancy 
Stinett. Thank you to the history booth volunteers: Jessica 
Berglund, Jan Buege, Mary Ellen Brue, Candice Collins, 
Diane Cornell, Eileen Johnson, Joy Knudson, Colette 
Roche, and Renee Snow. 

  
 We had four demonstrators this year including Bruce 
Elliott with his Yellowstone Trail Jitney Bus, Carole Rieg 
with a spinning wheel demonstration, Judy Meincke 
with a quilting demonstration, and Doug Harmon and 
Mike Weyers with a Civil War presentation. The event 
coordinators were Leila Albert and Jacki Bradham.

Above: John Thomas (right) shares information about  
the David Fulton House at 904 6th Street.

Below: Buck Malick shows an artifact that once belonged to Ida Merritt. 

http://www.StCroixCountyHistory.org


Hello all, 

 Well we did survive the winter of 2019 despite the polar vortex plus some of 
the highest snow piles and worse ice conditions in memory.  The weather did give 
us a break, however, for Hot Air Affair for which we had a good turnout.   

 We are now well into our 2019 season with the commemoration of our 
country’s experiment with Prohibition.  This theme has produced a lot of 
interesting facts about that period in our nation’s and our state’s history.  How 
fitting for a historical society to be studying our own history.  We are excited to 
bring some of these stories to our visitors.  

 Several new members have joined our Board of Directors this year; they 
are Dr. Julie Lesher, Ken Heiser and former museum director, Kim Bennewitz.  
Returning members include Tami Tulibaski, Wayne Haut, Jean Haut and Peggy 
Stern.  These newly elected join the current members Patricia and Burt Witthuhn, 
Barbara George, Stephanie Liberko, John Thomas and LaVonne McCombie.  To 
accommodate a larger group we have been meeting in the conference room at the 
Hudson Area Library.  We thank one and all who give of their time and talent for 
the Society.  

 In addition to the normal 
maintenance routines, this year 
our challenge will be to repair 
or replace the finial atop the 
cupola, pieces of which have 
fallen off, landing in the yard.  
We’ll need a long ladder and 
someone not afraid of heights!  
Indeed as much of a challenge 
was the repair and rebuild of the 
brick steps leading to the front 
porch, which were completed by 
Bob, our caretaker, this spring. 

 The gardens are blooming 
and the gift shop has been 
redesigned and is ready for 
customers. 

 We look forward to another 
successful year of tours, 
educational programs, and fun 
activities at the Octagon House 
Museum and want to thank 
all of our many volunteers who 
work so diligently along with 
our Director, Leila, and her 
Assistants, to keep the museum 
operating so successfully.

 Thank you one and all,

LaVonne McCombie and
Wayne Haut
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 Presidents’Letter 

21st Annual  
Artful Garden Tour

presented by 

The Hudson Women’s Club
will begin at the 

Octagon House Museum
Saturday, June 29,  

10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sunday, June 30,  

12 - 4 p.m. 
This is a self-guided tour of Hudson  

and River Falls area gardens.  

For more information, call (715) 386-2442

PROHIBITION: 
TEMPERANCE 
OR SPEAKEASY
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 Museum Director’s Corner
 
Hi everyone!

       I have reached the one-year mark at the Octagon House and I couldn’t be 
happier!  It has been a year of learning, planning, sharing, and making myself 
at home.  I often reflect on what has happened, because it provides me with 
a sense of direction for moving forward.  One cannot plan successfully for the 
future, without understanding the past.  So, in planning for what will happen 

this coming year, I looked first to what had happened prior to my serving as Director of the Octagon 
House Museum.  

 Many great events have taken place at the Octagon House.  There have been Civil War encampments, 
cemetery walks, history camps, ice cream socials, pub crawls, singing groups, yard sales, garden 
gatherings, speaking events, endless Victorian activities, and countless visitors and visiting groups.  It is 
very impressive and quite motivating for me to look back at how much our historical society has strived 
to share with our community.  I keep all of this in mind while planning for what is yet to come.

 This year we are expanding on the Hudson History Pub Crawls and adding a few Hudson History 
Happy Hours to the lineup.  Rather than our original Blast to the Past History Camp, we are partnering 
with Hudson Area Library to explore Pioneer Hudson at the end of July and beginning of August with 
community kids.  Then, at the Octagon House we will offer our new One Room School House Hours 
once monthly over the summer season.  Many of our long-standing favorites will be repeated, such as the 
Master Gardeners Plant Sale, the Artful Garden Tour, the Civil War Encampment, Family Night, and 
Christmas Tour of Homes.  

 As you may know, we have a different theme each year at the Octagon House.  This year our theme 
is Prohibition: Temperance or Speakeasy.  Tours and some events during our open season will portray 
how Prohibition came to be the law of the land as well as how it was perceived locally.  Another new 
activity this year at the Octagon House is a book club.  Our new book club will read the Northern Moon 
trilogy, by local author Phil Peterson, that sheds light on Prohibition in the St. Croix River Valley.  Watch 
our website and follow us on Facebook for details and upcoming events!  

 With one year behind me, I remain impressed by the passion and dedication of the members of St. 
Croix County Historical Society and the volunteers at the Octagon House Museum.  I am as happy and 
excited now as I was a year ago.  And, I remain thankful for the opportunity to act as Director of such 
an incredible historic house museum.  I am looking forward to all that is yet to come.  This is going to be 
another fun year for learning and sharing history.

      With happy regards,
      Leila Albert
      Director, Octagon House Museum
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      A big void has been 
felt at the Historical 
Society’s Research 
Center since the 
passing of our good 
friend and colleague, 
Nancy Hawkinson.  

   For those who are 
not familiar with 
Nancy’s contributions 
to our community, 
she was devoted to 
Hudson’s history 
and to the St. Croix 
Valley Genealogical 

Society. She was passionate about preserving history 
and sharing her knowledge with others.  Nancy was 
the “go-to person” for anyone wanting to research his/
her family or property and always went above and 
beyond when assisting those pursuing information. Her 
untimely passing leaves us poorer, but also knowing the 
community is a richer place due to her having been here.

  Nancy was a pillar of the SCCHS research center 
and along with her technological expertise, she filled 
numerous roles at the Society. She was devoted to 
history, genealogy and new technology, thus filling many 
roles and wearing many hats. Nancy also served on the 
SCCHS Board of Directors.

 Nancy never wanted us to know how poor her 
health had become, always saying, “I have my good 
days and my bad days”.  We who knew and worked with 
her, were shocked at learning how bad those “bad days” 
had become. Besides her roles at the Historical Society, 
Nancy staffed the History room at Hudson Area Public 
Library two days a week and was a mainstay of the St. 
Croix Valley Genealogical Society including longtime 
editor of their newsletter, The PIPOST.  

 As a token of our appreciation, the Historical Society 
was instrumental in promoting the naming of the 
Library’s History room as The Nancy L. Hawkinson 
History Room. We are saddened by her passing and 
join all that knew her in expressing our condolences to 
Nancy’s family. 

Nancy Leaves Some Mighty Big Shoes to Fill

Nancy Hawkinson

 The Historical Society has lost another fine member 
and volunteer.  We are very much saddened to learn of 
the passing of our friend and comrade, Clayton Snow.  
Clayton was a long time member and volunteer at the 
Historical Society.  

 He shared his talents in numerous ways; by 
serving on the Board of Directors as the organization’s 
Secretary as well as in many other capacities.  Clayton 
participated and oversaw many maintenance projects, 
gardening projects and was an all around handy man.  
He knew about and shared his extensive knowledge of 
many of our artifacts.  

 Many of us who knew him were surprised to learn 
of his heroic military career being a decorated fighter 
pilot and high ranking officer.  

 After Clayton 
could no longer 
climb the ladder to 
help with Octagon 
House maintenance, 
he chose a different 
career as a watercolor 
artist and became 
quite good at that 
endeavor also.  

 We will miss 
Clayton and his wry 
sense of humor; we 
send his family our 
deepest condolences.  

Longtime SCCHS Member Clayton Snow Passes

Clayton Snow



Welcome Interns
 The Historical Society  
has three new interns who 
started in June and they 
are already rolling up their 
sleeves and pitching in.

 With our PastPerfect 
collection management 
software we now have the 
ability to include pictures 
with the artifact data and 
this has created a large work 
project. We are now in the process of taking pictures of 
the thousands of artifacts in our collection.   The interns 
have already been a great help with this project.  They 
are busy locating items, verifying accession numbers and 
taking photographs.  With their energy and enthusiasm 
we are already seeing results and it is amazing how much 
can be accomplish. 

Introducing Our New Interns:
Quinn Rowe is currently an undergraduate and University 
of Minnesota-Twin Cities majoring in History and 
Political Science. Quinn, working as a Research Intern, 
assists with research projects for the historical society, 
patrons, and museum. 

Linnea Quimby will be attending Newcastle University 
in the United Kingdom this upcoming fall to pursue 
a masters Museum Studies.  Linnea is interning as a 
Museum  Intern and assists with the operation of the 
Octagon House Museum. This includes tours, sales, 
customer relations, exhibits, and displays.

Isaiah Steig  is a 21 year old student from the University 
of Wisconsin-Eau Claire. He is working as a Collections 
Intern which assists the acquisitions committee and 
the preservation committee with processing, storage, 
preservation, documentation and display of the historical 
society collections.
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Welcome New Historical Society Volunteer and Interns
     Introducing Ben Wopat 
of North Hudson as one 
of our newest research 
volunteers.  When Society 
President, LaVonne 
McCombie met Ben at a 
Christmas party this past 
year, he indicated his 
interest in doing research 
for the Historical Society.  
Of course, LaVonne 
suggested that he meet 
with Nancy Hawkinson to 

learn the ropes of research.  Unfortunately, that meeting 
was not to be as Nancy passed away before meeting 
with Ben.  But stepping up to the plate, Ben has been a 
real trouper in taking on the research projects that were 
unfinished.  We are so pleased to have Ben working with 

us on research requests that are received by the Historical 
Society and are amazed at his expertise in this area.

 One of the more interesting requests was regarding 
the now defunct J.R. Schettle Frog Farm, a prominent 
business of some renown which operated in the Houlton 
and Somerset area.  Ben has interviewed the grandson of 
previous owner to learn of this unique enterprise and its 
history.  Ben’s diligent research resulted in a twenty-five 
page document, containing copies of many historical 
photos, news articles and advertisements and is well 
worth reading.  A copy of the document can be found in 
the history room of the Hudson Area Library as well as at 
the research center of the Historical Society.

 Thank you, Ben for filling a much-needed role for the 
Historical Society, the History Room and for the people 
who seek information about the past.

Quinn Rowe Linnea Quimby Isaiah Steig

Ben Wopat
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 The Annual Civil War Encampment at the Octagon House 
Museum is set for Sunday, July 21st from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.  This is 
the 11th annual encampment and will include an Ice Cream Social 
fundraiser, with homemade bars and cookies, and a demonstration 
on hand cranked ice cream.

 Volunteer re-enactors from the Prescott Guards Volunteer 
Infantry will share stories of the every day life of the Civil War 
soldier; from the equipment they used, to what they did for 
entertainment. Guests can talk with the re-enactors, view artifacts 
and ask questions. 

 The Civil War activities on the lawn are free and open to the 
public. The Octagon House Museum will be open for guided tours 
at regular admission prices. Tours begin on the hour stating at 11 
a.m., with the last tour starting at 3 p.m.  The Museum Gift Shop 
will be open for browsing and shopping.

 The Historical Society will once again partner with the annual Hudson RiverFest celebration for the 
encampment and other activities. (You can learn more about RiverFest at www.StCroixRiverFest.org).

Civil War Encampment & Ice Cream Social on July 21st

Volunteer re-enactors Don Harmon (right) and Phil Cudd 
(left) strike a pose with former Assistant Director Mary 

Lesher at the 2018 Civil War Encampment.

Membership & Memorial Thank You 
Thank you to our 123 new and renewing members. In addition to current memberships, 

we are very fortunate to have received several memorial donations.

2019 Memorial Donations:

In Memory of Thomas McCombie, Jr. ~ by LaVonne McCombie

In Memory of Nancy Hawkinson ~ by Robert Wolf

In Memory of Nancy Hawkinson ~ by Susan and Kurt Sroka

In Memory of Cathie Hawksford ~ by Robert & Marion Hawksford

In Memory of Clayton Snow ~ by Wayne & Jean Haut

For these memorials, and for all other donations, we are very grateful.
To members who have added an extra donation to their membership,  

we extend a mighty big THANK YOU!
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Upcoming Historical Society Events
June 20 ~ Victorian Solstice Night
 Join us for a night of Victorian Solstice magic on 
June 20 from 6 to 8:30 p.m.  We will craft a head garland,  
learn about the language of flowers; and participate in a 
midsummer bonfire and turn your troubles into ashes.

 The cost is $25 per person 
or $20 for Society members. 
Complementary wine and  
snacks provided. Register 
by contacting Stephanie 
Liberko at 612-251-6128 or  
steph.liberko@gmail.com. 

July 13 & August 10 ~ One Room School House
One hour, one room, one day a month. Children age 7 to 12 
explore early education and historic objects. At the Octagon 
House Museum Garden House from 4 - 5 p.m. Cost $10. 
Register at 715-386-2654.

July 29 - August 2 ~ Pioneer History Camp 
 The Historical Society is partnering  with the Hudson  
Area Public Library for this new history camp focused on 
work, food and play of early pioneers. (This class is full, but 
watch for it next year.)
 
August 2 - 4 ~ Brat Stand Fundraiser 
  Join us for Brat Stand 
fundraiser at RJ Meats, at 
1101 Coulee Road in Hudson. 
Friday and Saturday, August  
2 and 3, 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m. 
and Sunday, August 4, noon 
- 3 p.m. Please stop by for 
lunch and invite your family and  friends.

August 17 ~ Family Night at the Museum
 The Octagon House will hold its 4th annual Family Fun 
Night at the Museum on Friday, August 17th, from 6:30 - 
8:30 p.m.   Families can enjoy an evening with entertainment, 
games, demonstrations and more. We’ll be serving ice cream, 
cookies and lemonade.  This free event is open to the public. 
Join us for an evening of good old-fashioned fun!

September 19 & 21 ~ Vintage & Variety Yard Sale 
 The 4th annual 
Vintage & Variety Yard Sale 
Fundraiser is set Thursday 
and Friday, September 
19 and 20, from 8 a.m. 
to  4 p.m. and Saturday, 
September 21, from 8 a.m. 
to noon.  Thanks to the generous community support this 
event is a very successful fundraiser for the Society. 

 Please keep this event in mind as a way to donate gently 
used household items as well as vintage and collectable 
items.  Donation drop-offs are on Fridays in August, 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Please call 715-386-2654 for after hours drop off 
arrangements.

 Volunteers are needed in August to price items, as well 
as during the sale and for set up and take down. Let us know 
if you are available to help.

October 12 ~ Yellowstone Trail Heritage Day
 The annual Yellowstone Trail Heritage Day has moved 
to the Fall and will be on Saturday, October 12th. Featuring 
a vintage a car show, a socialability drive, kid’s activities, 
Demonstrations and activities at the Museum and more.  
Learn more on Facebook at St. Croix Yellowstone Trail.

 As part of the 3M Volunteer Match, 3M’s social 
investment arm, 3Mgives, has donated $2,000 to the 
St. Croix County Historical Society in recognition of its 
employees’ and retirees’ commitment to outstanding 
community service. 

 Robert and Barbara George, Wayne Haut and Byrd 
Wilson are volunteers at the Octagon House Museum 
in Hudson. These volunteers help in a variety of ways 
including: giving tours, working in the gardens, doing 
maintenance, working at teas and special events. Wayne 
and Barbara also serve on the SCCHS Board of Directors. 

Society Receives Grants on Behalf of 3M Volunteers

3M volunteers Robert & Barbara George, Wayne Haut and Byrd Wilson.
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Octagon House Museum Calendar
Victorian Solstice Night at the Museum • Thursday, June 20, 7 - 9 p.m.  
Create a summer solstice head garland. Reservation details at 715-386-2654

Artful Garden Tour • Sat., June 29, 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. & Sun., June 30, 12 - 4 p.m.

One Room School House • July 13 & August 10, 4 - 5 p.m. 
One hour, one room, one day a month. Children 7 to 12 explore early  

education and historic objects. Cost $10. Register at 715-386-2654

Civil War Encampment & Ice Cream Social • Sunday, July 21, 11 a.m. - 4 p.m.

Pioneer History Camp with the Hudson Area Public Library
July 29 - August 2 ~ 1 - 4 p.m. Children 7 to 12 learn about Hudson pioneers. 

Brat Stand Fundraiser • August 2 - 4, Friday & Saturday, 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.  
Sunday, noon - 3 p.m. at Knights of Columbus Brat Stand at RJ Meats

Family Fun Night at the Museum • Friday, August 17, 6:30 - 8:30 p.m.
Free kids games, activity booths, demonstrations refreshments and family fun!

Vintage & Variety Yard Sale Fundraiser • September 19 - 21
Donation drop-offs starting in August on Fridays from 11 a.m. - 3 p.m.

2019 Theme 
Prohibition: 

Temperance or 
Speakeasy


