
Hudson’s Vine Street Architectural Treasure Hunt
Time has erased much of the evidence of Hudson’s past; the sawmills, gristmills, warehouses, and docks along the waterfront have been replaced with 
a marina, a park, businesses, and restaurants.  Many architectural treasures remain in the form of the homes built by former residents.  Take a walk, 
or drive, along Vine Street to see how many treasures you can find.  Use the clues below to find the buildings and fill in the corresponding addresses.

Addresses:

 1. _________________________

 2. _________________________

 3. _________________________

 4. _________________________

 5. _________________________

 6. _________________________

 7. _________________________

4. Where will you find the 
former home of Horace Taylor, 
publisher of the Hudson Times 
& Star for over 30 years and one 
of Hudson’s most 
prominent  politicians? 
Taylor served as State 
Timber Agent, US 
Consul to France, 
a two term State 
Senator, US Railroad 
Commissioner and US 
Assistant Secretary of 
the Treasury.  Taylor 
was also editor of 
the Wisconsin State 
Journal.

7. Known as the 
Father of Hudson’s 
Park System, 
Danish immigrant 
C h r i s t i a n 
Birkmose owned 
and operated a successful general 
merchandise store in Hudson for 
close to 50 years.  He devoted 
many years to the development 
of Hudson’s parks, including 
improving Lakefront Paark 
and donating the land for Birkmose Park.  What is the address of 
Christian’s former home?  If you can find this window here is a clue: 
look in the back yard for the best house in a tree.

Answers: #1. 702 Vine Street; #2. 511 Vine Street; #3. 904 Vine Street; #4. 815 Vine Street; #5. 309 Vine Street; #6. 804 Vine Street & #7. 627 Vine Street. 

3. Prominent railroad lawyer 
Henry C. Baker built this Queen 
Anne style home in 1882. For 
several years it was a Bed & 
Breakfast and is now a private 
home. Can you track down the 
address of this house?  

5. Built in 1866 and 
home to a rare Jardine 
pipe organ. Young 
radio enthusiasts also 
used this building and 
it has the distinction 
of broadcasting some 
of the first radio 
transmissions in the 
area. Seek and ye 
shall find this treasure.
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1. This house is all about the windows.  It was 
home to Hans Andersen who, in 1903, founded 
the Andersen 
C o r p o r a t i o n 
in Hudson. 
His innovative 
concept of 
standardizing 
window frame 
sizes and mass-
producing them 
changed the window 
industry. Where 
will you find Mr. 
Andersen’s window?  

2. This picturesque blue and white 
gingerbread house was once home to Minnie 
Coit.  She lived to be 102 years old and in 
1920 when the 19th Amendment to US 
Constitution was ratified she was one of the 
first two women in Hudson to vote in an 
election.

6. John Comstock 
was a skilled banker, 
legislator, and promoter 
of railroad development 
who gave Hudson a 
boost in those early 
years.  Hudson’s third mayor and a 
Wisconsin State Representative. He 
also  was an inventor, creating a system 
for the treatment and removal of sewer 
which used the combustion of sewer 
gas for heating the home. Built in 1857 
by Ammah Andrews, this vernacular 
Italianate style home with its unique front 
porch should be easy to find. 


